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Anridst mist1, f iords. a
gorgeous harbour and a
coastl ine savourcd by
cott irgers. you' l l  f ind the
fbrnrer home of Canada's
longest-running TV dranra
series. Thc Beachcombers.
The Tou n of Cibsons. i ts
h i gh-firg'ade restaurant
Moll l ' 's Reach. and
surrouncling Pacific wuters
tbrmed thc backdrop fbr
this populal show. u'hich
ran from l972 to 1990.

Gibsons serves as thc
_satcwav to the Sunshine Coast. ir spectacular [ccrcational
lrTerr tr lr  lhe rrrtr i t t l t rnt l  t tofth ol Ctextcl Vl l tctrtrrer. l l ' .
accessiblc bi, u av of l picturesque -10-nrinute f'erry ridc front
Horseshoe Bav to nearbv Lnn,sdalc. fbllorved bv r 2-
ki lonretre (1.1 mile )drive lronr the dock. Return tare is f icc
lvi th lour one-\\av t icket over. Check out the tori ,n's Moll) 's
Lane fbr lrn assortment of clothcs. knick-knacks. ancl crafi
supplies. Loun_gc in the gazebo at the encl of the pier or
rviinder alons the sholelinc to admire ey'e-popping glrclens.

Thc Sunshine Coast - it does incleecl en.jo1, ntore
1'eitrll' sun than Vancouvcr makes l highll'
rccommencled dn1'-tr ip along Highwat'  101. u'hich winds
pi lst numerous se'asidc communit ies. inclucl ing Roberts
Crcck ancl Sechelt.  [ t  hosts nranv exnansive bcachcs l ike
Bonr t i chr tx rk  i l l r ( l  D i r \  i r  B i r r  u lo r rs  rv i th  e ree l le r r t  h ik ing
clar,-t lai ls such as those in Cli t ' f  Gi lker Park. Fishins.
divins. canoeing. sai l ing ancl ka1'akine attract visi tors to
both the Louel ancl Uppcr Sunshine coasts. You can also
find a tnlented rrrar, of culture. t}on t 'est ivals of ntusic.
fibre arts. and perfbrming arts to histor1,. Gibsons'
Elphinstone Pioneer Museum lronours thc rcsion's olcl-t ime
lif'est1,'les u hilc thc Tenrs Au il a Museunr at ihe east
entrance to Sechelt shou,cases thc Shishalh (Sechelt) First
Nation's culturc. art ancl irr t i l i rcts.

Whcn 1'ou fbllo* the highu,al' to reach the rockl' shores
of Jervis Inlet. ),ou can take vet anothcr f'erry to Por.vell River.
Proceeding to Lund. the norlhern tenninus of the highr.r'ay.
culminates in the delichttirl Nancr''s Bakcry'. I harbourflont
catherin_s spot. Add another da)' lirr the extension.

Sechelt and Surrounding Area
A f 'crv ki lonietres past Cibsons is Cl i tT Gilker Park. with an
excel lent netuork of trai ls acl jacent to the chal lensing I8-
hole Sunshine Coast Goll  & Countrv Club. In Roberts
Creek . lu rn  l c l t  r rn  Rober ts  Creek  Rt r : r t l  i rn t l  t l l i r c  to  thc

Sechelt from the air
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Excursions

much-loved "heart of the Creek," a huddle of stores and
services, a health food shop, and general store at the Lower
Road junction. Both the iconic Gumboot Garden Caf6 and
the Gumboot Restaurant next door offer freouent live
entertainment and indoor/outdoor eating. Foi a l ively
evening, join a dance at Roberts Creek Hall located near
the corner of Roberts Creek Road and Highway I 0 I .

Travelling northwest from "the Creek," you'll cross a
series of rivers before arriving in the mid-coast town of
Sechelt, a narrow isthmus separating the Strait of Georgia
from Sechelt Inlet. Downtown edges along a sandy beach,
with Snickett Park forming the westem perimeter.
Rockwood Lodge, a restored heritage house on Cowrie
Street. hosts the annual Festival of the Written Arts in mid-
August. The Sunshine Coast Arts Centre at the nearby
corner of Trail and Medusa exhibits local and off-coast
visual arts. Authors. both from the Coast and across
Canada. read from their works here. Note the centre's
unusual log construction designed by pioneer builder
Clarke Stebner. The front doors f'eature etched -elass panels
by local First Nations carver Bradley Hunt.

Farther up the road, Halfmoon Bay's rustic General
Store, built in 1938, hails from an earlier time when
steamers made daily stops at the pier to drop off mail and
pick up passengers. Situated on a picturesque bay. it is
reached from Redrooffs Road. which detours off the
highway and winds past Sargent Bay and Coopers Green
(great picnicking) befbre meetin-e the hi-uhway a stone's
throw fiom the bay itself. Homesite Road, farther alon-e,
features an old growth fbrest and great hikes.

The coastline gets progressively rockier towards Secret
Cove and finally Pender Harbour, where communities lie
clustered in tiny coves linked by secondary roads and the
meandering coastline. The Pender Harbour Jazz Festival,
held in September, draws top-notch performers. Madeira
Park, Garden Bay and lrvines Landing lie centered around
the waters of Pender Harbour itself. The Ruby Lake Resort
en route to Earls Cove is ideal for boating, fishing and
bird-watching. Check out its wildlife and bird sanctuary.

If weather permits, take the Egmont turnoff just before
Earls Cove and hike to Skookumchuk Raolds. where tidal
forces churn placid waters into eigantic eddies rnd
whirlpools. Check the tide table for the best viewing times.
Gutsy kayakers can sometimes be seen playin-r in the
frothing current.

lsland Alternatives
Foot passengers aniving at the Langdale feny dock are
welcome to board the tiny Stornran'at lll ro visit Keats or
Gambier islands across Howe Sound. Both offer day-
trippers excellent trails, beaches and kayaking routes. Keats
Island enjoys a commanding view of the Strait of Georgia.
Gambier is home to a wonderful seneral store with home-
baked goodies and a rugged mouitain backdrop.

If boating, try to arrive at dusk when the harbours anc
coves are at their most exouisite. Keats Island has excellent
moorage at Plumpers Cove on the northwest side.


